Paramedics may already be involved in the organ donation pathway, perhaps unknown to themselves. Inter-facility transfer for the purposes of organ donation is justified, if it is in the best interests of the patient and if required resources are only available in another facility. (2) Paramedics should be involved in the discussions surrounding the care of these patients as there could be significant practical, resource and communication problems that may arise.
Community based paramedics may be ideally placed to identify donors and facilitate the early retrieval of tissue such as skin, whole eyes and corneas, which should take place as soon as possible after death (3).
In summary, the future role paramedics may play in organ donation is unclear, and potential ethical, legal and professional issues need to be thoroughly researched and addressed.
